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Well, 20 years from now, university will be different or the same? That's really a good 

question. What I think is going to stay and it will actually actually, hopefully, increase is the 

experience for students being together at the university. I really hope that in the next years 

we value that students have to be present at the university. They need to live throughout 

their three years or five years of university studies together, learn from each other, learn 

from the professor, learn from staff, because that is what makes the difference, you know, in 

their learning process. 
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I think that as educators, of course, we need to transfer knowledge and skills to our 

students, but we need to make sure that they also grow up as individuals and where else 

than in a university to do it. On the other hand, you know, what's going to be changing a lot I 

think it will be actually the way the students will acquire knowledge and skills. technology 

will play a larger role than now. Everybody's talking about artificial intelligence and I'm 

totally, you know, open to that. I don't think that the so-called chat GPT will be really a 

competitor for the professor because then in terms of, you know, learning, it will be 

definitely more important for our students to actually make the right questions so that they 

can get the right answer or a good answer from the available source of information. 
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So that would be a little change that I see in the future rather than assessing our students on 

how they answer to all our questions continuous assessment, we should start assessing 

them also on their ability to pose the right question. That's definitely something that's going 

to change a lot. And then, last but not least, in terms of, you know, evolution that we will see, 

especially in Europe, I think the mobility of students will increase even in a more 

sustainable framework because the European dimension will be an even more important 

component of their learning. And so this is to me is how I see the future of a university. Let 

me just, well, one last minute also on how the space of the university will change. Given that 

some of the learning will be moved online or will be self-paced, maybe managed through 

artificial intelligence, we will need less and less large classroom in more and more common 

space. So the common space like large cafeteria, large learning center, large, you know, if I 

think about the Politecnico di maybe larger labs. So the technical experience, the human 

experience, will have to be maximized. 
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And I don't think that all the universities are ready for that, so also reconfiguration of space 

will be needed. 


